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In the United States, childbirth often
is marred by a grim reality — an unwa-
vering disparity in maternal mortality
rates between birthing mothers. 

Despite medical technology and
healthcare advances, years of data paint
a clear picture that Black mothers are

disproportionately affected by maternal
mortality, facing a risk that is more than
three times higher than that of non-
Black mothers. 

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), the ma-
ternal mortality rate in the United
States stands at approximately 17.4
deaths per 100,000 live births. When
broken down by race, data shows that
for white mothers, the maternal mortal-

ity rate is around 13 deaths per 100,000
live births. In contrast, for Black moth-
ers, the rate skyrockets to a staggering
42.8 deaths per 100,000 live births na-
tionally. 

This disparity exposes a deep-rooted
issue in the healthcare system that has
been known among Black patients but
is beginning to gain attention in the
healthcare community. During the CO-
VID-19 epidemic, the longstanding cri-
sis became further exacerbated,
prompting a new strategy from federal

health and human services administra-
tors to address the medical disparity. 

In September, a $90 million strategy
led by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) and Health
Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA) commenced to combat mater-
nal mortality and improve the health of
mothers and infants. 

State-level data further highlights
this disparity. 

Disparities in maternal health
Data: Black mothers face far higher mortality rates
Samantha Gholar
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MATERNITY, Page 8A

H
urricane season 2024 is shaping up to be dangerous and

deadly, and the threats come from a variety of reasons.

h The National Hurricane Center has started issuing daily

tropical outlooks and the Atlantic hurricane season will of-

ficially begin June 1. In the months ahead, we will again hear about

storms reaching Category 1 through 5 strength – with storms at the up-

per end of the scale often rightly generating much more alarm than

storms at the lower end.

But experts say that scale can be
confusing, because it only measures
the wind risk and does not account for
coastal storm surge and flooding from
torrential rain – the two biggest killers
in hurricanes. Perhaps even more unex-

pected: Hurricanes can cause deadly rip
currents even when they are spinning
out at sea more than 1,000 miles away
from land.

Hurricanes can kill
from 1,000 miles away

A tornado spawned by Hurricane Ian left residents of a 55+ community in Palm Beach County, on the state’s east coast,
homeless after the county deemed the structures uninhabitable. THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST

Categories don’t account for storm surge, rip tides

Doyle Rice and Dinah Voyles Pulver USA TODAY

Larry Hickman walks in floodwaters
from the Waccamaw River caused by
Hurricane Florence on Sept. 26, 2018,
in Bucksport, South Carolina. Nearly
two weeks after making landfall in
North Carolina, river flooding
continued.
SEAN RAYFORD/GETTY IMAGESSee HURRICANES, Page 11A

SARASOTA – One was a running
back, the other a cornerback. But
brothers Brian and Tommie Battie
shared the same infectious smile.

But there are no smiles today. 
The former Sarasota High and Bra-

den River High standouts were victims
in a shooting at 3:30 a.m. Saturday in
the 3400 block of 17th Street in Saraso-

ta, according to Sara-
sota County sheriff
deputies and other
sources. 

Tommie Battie IV,
24, was pronounced
dead at the scene. Bri-
an Battie, 22, a run-
ning back at Auburn,
was shot and is in
critical condition at a
local hospital, accord-
ing to a source familiar
with the incident.

Deputies who ini-
tially responded to the

Tallywood Centre Plaza witnessed a
large crowd with multiple shooting
victims in the parking lot. Three addi-
tional victims were transported to lo-
cal hospitals in Sarasota and Manatee
counties.

Battie
brothers
shot in
Sarasota
Tommie killed; Auburn
football’s Brian critical 

Doug Fernandes
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Inside
h GoFundMe
set up for
Battie family.
9A

h Sheriff
investigating
third
Sarasota
County
shooting
death in four
days. 1C

Sarasota running back Brian Battie is
hit by Venice defenders during a
game in 2019. He went on to play at
Auburn. DAN WAGNER/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE

See BATTIES, Page 9A
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MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency 

help 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by simply 

pressing your personal help button. Unlike 

traditional systems that only work inside your 

home, a MobileHelp medical alert system 

extends help beyond the home. Now you can 

participate in all your favorite activities such as 

gardening, taking walks, shopping and traveling 

all with the peace of mind of having a personal 

alert system with you. MobileHelp, the “on-

the-go” help button, is powered by one of the 

nation’s largest cellular networks, so there’s 

virtually no limit to your help button’s range. 

No landline? No problem! While traditional 

alert systems require a landline, with the 

MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. 

Whether you are home or away from home, 

a simple press of your help button activates 

your system, providing the central station with 

your information and location. Our trained 

emergency operators will know who you are and 

where you are located. 

If you’re one of the millions of people that have 

waited for an alert service because it didn’t fit 

your lifestyle, or settled for a traditional system 

even though it only worked in the home, then 

we welcome you to try MobileHelp. Experience 

peace of mind in the home or on the go.

To be truly 
independent, your 
personal emergency 
device needs to work 
on the go.

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the first year of service 
and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee 
to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while 
actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. 
Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection 
service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of 
falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented 
technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM 
EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency 

systems MobileHelp protects you:

Places where your

Help Button will work

Traditional Help

Buttons

At Home

On a Walk

On Vacation

At the Park

Shopping

A Help Button 
Should Go Where 
You Go!

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95* 
/month

From

 FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*
 FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*
 50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*
p l u s  FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

GET OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER NOW:

Optional Fall Button™

The automatic fall detect pendant 

that works WHERE YOU GO!

•  Simple one-button 
operation

•  Affordable service
•  Amplified 2-way voice 

communication

•  24/7 access to U.S. based 
emergency operators

•  GPS location detection

•  Available Nationwide

MobileHelp Features:

941-500-9869
Scan Me

https://offers.mobilehelp.com/usatodaye-edition/

Schedule A Complimentary In-home Window 
& Door Design Consultation & Price Quote!

OFFICIAL
PARTNER

Limited Time Offer!

$0 Down,
0 Payments &
0% Interest for
12 MONTHS*

PLUS

%
OFF

Buy 2 Windows
or Patio Doors
& Get the 3rd

60 *

Transform Your Home

Beautiful,
Energy-efficient,

Durable, and
Easy to Operate.
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“The category is just a very small
piece of the puzzle,” said Robbie Berg,
senior hurricane specialist at the Na-
tional Hurricane Center. 

Another expert from the hurricane
center, Cody Fritz, agreed. “If you ask
me, I would always say never focus on
the categories. I think you focus more on
the hazards, whether it be wind, surge
or rainfall.”

Storm surge

Storm surge, the massive amount of
water that builds up and comes ashore
during a hurricane, is often the deadli-
est and most destructive threat from
these devastating storms.

Storm surge has accounted for about
half of all the deaths in hurricanes since
1970, according to the hurricane center.
It caused most of the 1,800 deaths in
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

“The storm surge, by far, creates
more damage because it’s coming in like
a large wave, a large flow of water, and
basically mowing everything down with
that water,” said AccuWeather senior
meteorologist Dan Kottlowski.

All locations along the U.S. East and
Gulf coasts are vulnerable to storm
surge. Storm surge can penetrate well
inland from the coastline, the hurricane
center said. 

Inland flooding

Hurricanes often produce wide-
spread, torrential rains in excess of six
inches, which can result in deadly and
destructive floods, the hurricane center
said. In fact, flooding is the major threat
from hurricanes and tropical storms for
people living inland. 

Overall, between 2013 and 2022, 57%
of the hurricane- and tropical storm-re-
lated deaths in the U.S. were attributed
to freshwater flooding, according to a
report from the American Meteorologi-
cal Society. 

Flash flooding, defined as a rapid rise
in water levels, can occur quickly due to
intense rainfall. Longer-term flooding
on rivers and streams can persist for
several days after the storm. 

When approaching water on a road-
way, remember “Turn Around Don’t
Drown.”

Rip currents

The winds of a hurricane can cause
dangerous waves that pose a significant
hazard to mariners, coastal residents
and visitors, the hurricane center said.
When the waves break along the coast,
they can produce deadly rip currents –
even at large distances from the storm.

A report published by the American
Meteorological Society last year con-
cluded the percentage of direct deaths
attributed to tropical cyclone-related rip
currents has doubled in recent years.
The authors also found Florida, North
Carolina and New Jersey experienced
the highest number of tropical cyclone-
related surf and rip current deaths.

In 2008, despite the fact that Hurri-
cane Bertha was more than a 1,000
miles offshore, the storm resulted in rip
currents that killed three people along
the New Jersey coast and required 1,500
lifeguard rescues in Ocean City, Mary-
land, over a one-week period.

Tornadoes

Tornadoes aren’t uncommon during
hurricanes. In fact, almost all hurri-

canes and tropical storms that make
landfall in the United States spawn at
least one tornado, provided that enough
of the storm’s circulation moves over
land, according to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.

“These tornadoes most often occur in
thunderstorms embedded in rain bands
well away from the center of the hurri-
cane,” NOAA said. 

“However, they can also occur near
the eyewall. Usually, tornadoes pro-
duced by tropical cyclones are relatively
weak and short-lived, but they still pose
a significant threat.”

Although hurricanes can spawn tor-
nadoes up to about three days after
landfall, statistics show that most of the
tornadoes occur on the day of landfall or
the next day, NOAA said.

The worst tornado outbreak occurred
during 2004’s Hurricane Ivan, which
caused a multiday outbreak of 127 tor-
nadoes. 

Carbon monoxide poisoning

One deadly hazard that impacts
areas hit hard by hurricanes is poison-
ing from carbon monoxide, an invisible,

odorless gas that’s emitted from genera-
tors used to provide power after the
storms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reports that carbon monox-
ide poisoning is “a primary cause of
storm-related deaths,” as all generators
emit fumes, even when operating prop-
erly. 

In 2020, at least 21 fatalities after the
storm were attributed to carbon monox-
ide poisoning from generators in the af-
termath of Hurricanes Ida and Laura.

Wind

Finally, the wind, the mark by which
all hurricanes are measured. Hurricane-
force winds – 74 mph or more – can de-
stroy buildings and mobile homes, the
hurricane center warned. 

“Debris, such as signs, roofing ma-
terial, siding and small items left out-
side become flying missiles during hur-
ricanes,” the hurricane center said. 

Winds can stay above hurricane
strength well inland: In 2004, for exam-
ple, Hurricane Charley produced major
damage well inland across central Flori-
da with gusts of more than 100 mph.

Hurricanes
Continued from Page 1A

The cause of a 14-foot storm surge and extreme winds, Hurricane Michael was rated Category 5 when it made landfall in
Florida, one of only four storms of that strength to reach U.S. land since 1850. BREAWNA SMITH/ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES


